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water dictate. They build huts among the scanty bush— wigwam-like structures of matting on a few poles—the black goat-hair tents of the inland desert-dwellers being seldom seen in the Tihama.
These huts occur in clusters, for the Tihama shepherd must form communities for mutual defence against the prevalent lawlessness of the maritime plain.
Simple furnishing is the rule, for the whole camp may have to trek for many miles when the grazing gives out or the water supply fails. There will be a rickety charpoy or two, a few gourds for sour milk, some conical-lidded baskets ornamented with cowries and holding pantry stores. If the head of the household is at home his rifle and bandoleer will hang on a peg, well away from the low-arched entrance, ready for chance marauders. There will always be a primitive hookah, made out of an empty coco-nut, and two hollow sticks. This, with the coffee-pot of blackened, fireproof clay and several small bowls of green glazed earthenware, complete all the paraphernalia essential for entertainment. One family, one hut; and there is no attempt to separate the sexes, for all are within the degree of relationship which the Koran forbids to intermarry.
The parents sleep on the charpoy. In a large family there may be another charpoy for the older girl-children, and the rest sleep on the floor. Females of all ages wear a long slip of navy-blue cotton, and sleep in it, merely taking off their bead necklaces and covering their feet with a shawl of the same colour and material as their dress, which is used as a hood by day.1
1 Hill-women wear a shorter slip and trousers of similar material, fringed with embroidery and reaching to their ankles. The collection of firewood is their staple outdoor occupation, and they have to climb wearisome distances to get it. i

